IX.
THE POET 'OMAR

[PUBLISHED IN LEASER'S MAGAZINE/ APRIL, 1871.]

NOTICE.

This Essay, as well as the following, or Tenth, is here inserted in
order to illustrate the Arab mind and character taken wholly, or in
great measure, apart from the reaction produced by the Mahometan
system which originated amidst them. No code or religion can be
correctly estimated without a knowledge of the life and thought of
which it was an outgrowth or development; later ages retain the
letter, but the spirit and meaning are only to be gathered from the
contemporary surroundings of its first origin. In the life and writings
of the poet 'Omar, we see the civilization and refinement, in those of
the brigand Ta'abbet-Shurran and his companions, the barbarous
energy by both of which Islam was cradled, and to which the Book
owed much of its inspiration, and the Sword of its conquests,

THE princes of Benoo-Omeyyah, who during ninety-
four years (A.D. 661-755) ruled from their throne at
Damascus over the already immense extent of the
Mohammedan world, enjoyed a title to sovereignty
peculiarly their own ; one denied to all Caliphs and
Sultans of later date; whether the orthodox monarchs
of Bagdad and Constantinople, or the schismatical
Imams of Cairo or Teheran ; that, namely, of being
governors genuinely and unreservedly co-national with